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Message Text 


DRAFTED BY NE A : MDRAPER 
APPROVED BY NEA:MDRAPER 
IO/UNP:PSBRIDGES(SUBS) 

S/S-0:SVALERGA 

115547 052042Z/61 

Z O 052032Z AUG 78 ZFF4 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USDEL SECRETARY FLASH 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 198363 TOSEC 090014 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:XGDS-1,2 
TAGS:PBOR, MILL LE, IS 

SUBJECT:SOUTH LEBANON: PROPOSED TEXT OF LETTER FROM 
SECRETARY TO BOUTROS 
JERUSALEM FOR SAUNDERS 
REF: BEIRUT 4484 

1 . WE HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH GENERAL LINES OF THE PROPOSED 
MESSAGE REFTEL. GIVEN LEBANESE SENSITIVITIES, HOWEVER, WE 
BELIEVE IT MIGHT BE PREFERABLE TO ELIMINATE SPECIFIC 
REFERENCES TO ISRAEL WHENEVER THEY ARE NOT ABSOLUTELY 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 198363 TOSEC 090014 

NECESSARY, AND TO ELIMINATE OR REWORK PASSAGES WHICH 
EXPLICITY SUGGEST THAT ISRAEL WILL BE A PARTY. 

2. FOR EXAMPLE, THE PHRASE "TO BOTH LEBANON AND ISRAEL" 

AT THE END OF THE FIRST SENTENCE OF NUMBERED PARAGRAPH TWO 
COULD BE ELIMINATED. THE PHRASE "BETWEEN THE PARTIES 
CONCERNED" COULD BE ELIMINATED IN SUBPARAGRAPH (C). 
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SUBPARAGRAPH (B) MIGHT BE PHRASED SOMEWHAT LIKE "THE ROUTE 
TO BE FOLLOWED WILL BE DECIDED IN CONSULTATIONS UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF UNIFIL." 

3. THE ENTIRE THIRD PARAGRAPH BEGINNING WITH "MR. BEGIN 
HAS INFORMED ME..." COULD BE ELIMINATED, ALTHOUGH WE MUST 
DEFER TO AMBASSADOR PARKER S SENSE OF WHAT CAN BE DONE. 

ONE ALTERNATIVE WHICH HAS OCCURRED TO US IS THAT THE 
INITIAL SENTENCES MIGHT BE AS FOLLOWS: "MR. BEGIN HAS 
INFORMED ME THAT THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT FEELS IT HAS AN 
OBLIGATION TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE AREA AND TO MAJOR 
HADDAD IN PARTICULAR TO SEE TO IT THAT THEIR SENSE OF 
SECURITY IS MAINTAINED. I AM SURE THAT THE LEBANESE 
GOVERNMENT ALSO WANTS THE PEOPLE OF THE AREA TO ENJOY A 
SENSE OF SECURITY AND CONFIDENCE IN THE MISSION OF THE 
LEBANESE ARMY. I BELIEVE THAT THE ISRAELI SENSE OF 
OBLIGATION IS GENUINE. THE PROBLEM IS HOW TO..." CHRISTOPHER 
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